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spectacle which met my eye, as well as tho fact
that spring had already breathed upon the
plane-trees and the almonds, which were
putting. forth, abundantly their fresh green

leaves, and their blossoms pure as the foam
of the sea.

It is, however, the sea which gives its peculiar
character to Constantinople as to Venice. In
Venice the sea is crowned by the sea-born city,
and spreads all around it, as round an island
thick-set with palaces and towers. In Constan-
tinople the effect is the opposite. At the point
whence Stamboul (the ancient Byzantium), Pera,
and Scutari diverge, tho sea of Marmora, tho
Bosphorus, and the wide arid winding harbour
of the " Golden Horn" meet,, forming, as it
were, a great lake, round which, as round a
central, plain, the three-fold city extends^ rising,
stage above Btage, along the slojjtes of tho hills,
The effect of this unrivalled position is, that
nearly every building of importance is brought
at once before the eye, minaret and dome lifting
themselves up one above another. In this